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THE BA.NKRUPT . 
• • 
ABOUT twenty years ago a French trades-man named Desjardins failed in business, 
Bnd as he could not pay his creditors, he was 
made a bankrupt. He had a blind wife, two 
Bons, and a daughter, and with them he had to 
begin life anew. Undaunted by his ill success, 
he who had been an employer became a work-
maIle By industry and faithfulness he gained 
his master's confidence, became hit! partner, 
and finally succeeded him in his business. 
Both of his sons followed his wise example, 
.nd all three labored to the same end, that of 
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taking away the reproach that rested on thelll 
by paying off all the father's debts, whic 
amounted to twenty thousand dollars. Even 
the daughter, when old enough to work, 
earned money with her needle in the intervals 
that the care of her blind mother allowed 
her. 
Their joint labors were crowned WIth sU(}o 
cess, and a short time since the creditors were 
all paid in full, receiving both principal and 
illterest of the amount due to them. Then the 
'Dan appeared before the proper authorities in 
'aris and demanded that his bankruptcy 
should be annulled, and that certain rights 
and privileges which had been forfeited by it 
should be restored to him. His demand wali 
granted, and his heart must indE-ed have been 
glad as he receh'ed back the rights vf a citizen 
amid the praise of many and the congratula 
tions of his friends. 
Nothing could be more gratifying to a man 
of right feeling than the hard-earned joy, the 
result of twenty years of toil and self-denial 
In worldly matters we admire such honorablt' 
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deahng, and rejoice that such a man should 
have his reward in recovering his former 
position. 
Now, there is a spiritual bankruptcy which 
is not to be met and overcome by any sole 
effort on our part as in the case above referred 
to. By reason of your sins you stand in rela-
tion to God as a bimkrupt debtor to his cred-
itor. To God as your Creator you owe per-
fect obedience, and you know you have not 
rendered it. To God, as your Father, you 
owe great love; and either you have no love 
to bim, or your love is less than you bestow 
on many earthly objects of affection. To God, 
as your benefactor, you owe grateful service; 
and yet, instead of serdng him, you delight in 
nothing so much as doing your own will and 
seeking your own pleasure. In short, however 
much or little you may feel it, you owe to God 
much that you never pay, and your debt is 
continually increa8ing. Every sin you commit. 
adds to it. In God's book of remembrance 
every sin is written down, as a debt is re-
corded by a creditor. No sin so secret but 
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God's eve ha& marked it; none 80 small but he 
accounts it au act of disobedience to hill 
law. 
Thus- it is manifest that you are God'a debt 
or, owing him that which you have never paid, 
namely, perfect obedience springing from grate-
fullove. 
But you are not only a debtor, but bankThpt. 
Not only you never have by perfect obedience 
fulfi~led God's law, but you never can make 
amends for your disobedience and oft-repeated 
tranl;lgressions. Christ, in his Gospel, com-
pares you to a penniless debtor, whom the 
creditor might, if he chose, deliver over to 
punishment till he should pay the debt. (Matt. 
xviii, 34.) He teaches you that even if you 
did all God commands, you would still be an 
unprofitable servant. (Luke xvii, 10.) But 
surely your own conscience must witnes!! 
against you that you do not obey God's laws, 
that you have done much that you ought not, 
and have left undone many things which it 
was your duty to do. And if your own con-
science (',ondemn you, how much more must the 
Jro.' 
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.ul-seeing God from whom no secret though til 
are hid. 
How, then, is suoh a desperate caso to be 
met? We owe our Lord ten thousand taients ; 
and, forasmuch as we have nothing to pay, we 
are under sentence to be sold, and all that we 
have, and payment to be. made. Hearnowhow 
the Gospel meets this case. In our ignorance 
we may full down at God's feet. saying, 
"Have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
ail." Alas, we little know how great the debt 
is, and how utterly unable we are to discharge 
it! Hear,. then, the Gospel, The Lord was 
moved with compassion to that servant, and 
loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
But still you may ask, How can these thlligs 
be? Who can forgive sins but God only? 
But can even God forgive sins? Yes, trembling 
soul; we now come to the heart of the diffi 
culty and the root of the whole matter. God 
forgives sins, not only because he is sovereign 
and has a right to remit what is due to himself, 
but also because he is all wise· and all holy; 
and in forgiving sin he haa provided that a 
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penalty for sill shaH be paid, equivalent to the 
uttermost farthing. 
God freely forgives us through J esus C~rist, 
but ouly because our debt has bepn paid and 
our pardon bought by the blood of his own 
well-belOVed Son. Before one sin could be 
pardoned, or one sinner saved, the very SOD 
of God must suffer and bleed and die. All 
this he willingly endured to make a perfect 
and sufficient atonement for the sins of the 
whole world. And now it is only through 
Jesus Christ, and for his sake, that God freely 
forgives us when we ask in faith. There is no 
other way to escape everlasting death or to 
obtain eternal life. 
Christ came to magnify the law and make 
it honorable. Do not think that you may 
make light of sin because Christ has paid the 
debt as your substitute. Quite the contrary 
Sin is never seen to be so exceeding sinful all 
at the foot of the cross. There we see that it 
put to death the holy, spotless Lamb of God. 
How hateful is sin, and how deadly it mUI!' 
be when we see the sinless Son of God found 
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m fashion as a man, and willing to live and 
die as man's substitute! It is his death 
which teaches us what sin really is, and what 
we should do to flee from it. Christ died 
unto sin once, and now liveth unto God; and 
we too should die unto sin and live unto 
righteousness. 
Reader, we entreat you to search your heart 
and see whether you have sought and found 
forgiveness in this the appointed way. If you 
have, let it be your constant aim to show 
forth b) a holy life your love to Him who 
hath so loved you as to give his life a ransom 
for your soul. 
But if you have not drawn nigh to God 
with earnest prayer for pardon going up fruUl 
a contrite heart, be assured your present 
position is one of extreme and awful danger. 
Escape for thy life I Look not behind thee at 
the sins of the past. Look not within at thy 
sinful heart. Look not around on sinners 
who can do nothing to save you; but, "look· 
iug untoJ esus," let this be your heart's 
cry: 
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.. Jesus, lover or my soul, 
Let me to thy bosom lIy ; 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is higll. 
Hide me, 0 my Saviour, hide 
'l'i1l the storm of life be past; 
Safe into the haven guide; 
o receive my soul at last." 
PHlLLIPS & HUNT, 80:> BWldw&y, New Tn 
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